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Editorial 

It seems as if the world had been put on hold – not by a war, but by a virus that makes people angry and fearful, isolated and depressed. 
Online meetings should replace and compensate for physical absence, but when the screen is turned off  a surreal emptiness remains, 
as if discussions have dissolved in the depth of the net. With dwindling amounts of money governments try to keep “ever-more” 
mentalities running, while the opportunities of the pause – understanding the lessons this virus might teach us – appear to be missed. 
In such a situation: What are our responsibilities as prehistorians in translating our knowledge and understanding of past crises for the 
sake of understanding current crises? Can’t we prepare crisis lessons from the past for the momentum of change for the better in the 
present and future? Or are we also trapped in this Neolithic mentality of an ever-productive acceleration and segregation, keeping us 
going as long and far as possible with what we are used to in research? Doing Crisis Archaeology would be an answer. Although such 
thinking and approaches appear to enter research agendas in these months: Would we be able to transfer the translation of past lessons 
to today’s global levels and contexts of crisis? Current global radical confi nement strategies, like activating all sorts of borders, far-right 
national movements, or interventions in nature, need to receive a clear and engaged analysis and intervention by prehistoric expertise 
and perspectives. However, it seems that we are further from global perspectives and research responsibility than ever. Facing the 
terrible events in Syria in 2012 H.G.K Gebel and G.O. Rollefson placed a wake-up call in a Neo-Lithics editorial: “Are we historians 
immune against the historic events we are contemporary witnesses to? Is there a responsibility of us Near Eastern (pre-) historians to 
raise our voices….?” 
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Editorial (continued from page 2)

The Neo-Lithics 2020 issue unites many voices of research from almost all areas of the Near East, and thus is a signal of supra-
national unity in research. We are grateful to all the authors. Their eff orts let us hope that Near Eastern Neolithic research will 
be as manifold and splendid as ever. Since 2020, the cover of Neo-Lithics has received a „facelifting“ designed by M. Renger, 
based on the traditional background once mounted in 1994 by H.G.K. Gebel and A. Gopher.  With this issue we would also like 
to announce a new special issue format of Neo-Lithics, allowing the publication of extensive “interim reports”. 

The fi rst example will be the special issue on ex oriente’s 13th excavation season at Ba`ja published in parallel with the Neo-
Lithics 20 issue, also explaining the good reasons for doing interim reports. We are looking forward to your contributions either 
for Neo-Lithics or for a Special Issue in 2021! 

Marion Benz and Hans Georg K. Gebel

Postal Address: Neo-Lithics, Dr. Marion Benz/ Dr. Hans Georg K. Gebel, ex oriente, c/o Institut für Vorderasiatische Archäologie, Berlin 
Free University, Fabeckstr. 23-25, 14195 Berlin, Germany. Tel./ Fax: 0049 30 98 311 246. 

Neo-Lithics appears from Issue 2018 onwards as an online newsletter; only members of ex oriente receive hardcopy issues, as well as subscri-
bers whose subscription period hasn’t ended yet. New subscriptions of the Neo-Lithics hardcopy version are not possible without ex oriente 
membership. Neo-Lithics issues can be downloaded from the Neo-Lithics section at www.exoriente.org/downloads/neolithics.php. 

ex oriente Membership: Please, contact the co-editors Marion Benz or Hans Georg K. Gebel to apply for membership (annual membership 
fee: 40 Euro for employed members, 15 Euro for students/ unemployed members; including Neo-Lithics hardcopies). 
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Choice of Co-Editor: Authors may choose a co-editor for facilitating or coaching her/ his contribution. Co-editors may appoint reviewers and/ 
or coaches for contributions.

Deadlines: There are no deadlines. Submissions are reviewed, edited, layouted, and appear online (free open-access downloads) within 2-3 
months, provided that: Submissions follow the submission guidelines, are edited by a native speaker, and are delivered ready for the fi nal 
layout. The complete annual issue of Neo-Lithics is closed in December and published online by the beginning of a new year.

Proviso: Submissions will be rejected by co-editors if they are not language-edited by a native speaker or ignore in parts or fully the formal 
standards of Neo-Lithics (Author Guidelines are sent upon request), or have illustrations with insuffi  cient resolution (cf. below).

Texts: in Word without formatting; for the general style of text, bibliography, and captions consult this issue or the Author Guidelines to be 
sent upon request/ are available at http://www.exoriente.org/guidelines. Please, keep bibliographic references to the utmost minimum. 

Illustrations: Figures etc. should be submitted as individual EPS, TIFF or JPEG fi les with high resolutions. Minimum sizes are for: line dra-
wings: 1200dpi, grey scale illustrations: 600dpi, colour photos: 400dpi. Illustrations should not be embedded in the text’s Word fi le. Please, 
send a hard copy of the manuscript in case of complex contributions. Illustration authorships have to be acknowledged in the captions by the 
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names of the photo’s or graph’s author and the project (e.g. Drawing: S. Stefanisko; Eastern Jafr A.P.). If requested by the co-editors, authors 
are obliged to present their submissions with formal letters of agreement by copyright owners if they use illustrations, texts, materials, or ideas 
from other publications or oral presentations, or obtained any material from sources that are not their own. 

Policies: ex oriente publications respect UN resolutions as well as project permits of antiquities departments and/ or the ethics of funding 
institutions. ex oriente Publishers do not publish data obtained in occupied territories nor foster the publication of fi eld data not covered by a 

permit. ex oriente Publishers may reject or re-negotiate submissions containing maps, names or contents with political meaning, e.g. debated 

state borders; rather, common geographical names (e.g. of cities, towns, wadis/ rivers, or landscapes) should help orientation on maps. 

Copyrights: Authors of Neo-Lithics receive a PDF fi le of their individual contribution upon publication. Please, understand that your contri-

bution is subject to the copyrights of ex oriente Publishers. However, you are licensed to circulate the pdf fi le of your contribution privately, 

but beyond this we ask you not to publish it (or parts of it) in the World Wide Web, or in any other form without our prior permission. 

Online Publication of Neo-Lithics: Once available, please, find individual contributions as well as complete issues of Neo-Lithics at 

https://www.exoriente.org/downloads/neolithics.php

The Co-Editors of Neo-Lithics

© ex oriente e.V., Berlin - ISSN 1434-6990

Neo-Lithics is published and distributed by ex oriente, Berlin. 

Printing House (Printed Version): Uni-Druckerei Freiburg


	Seiten aus 8- NL 2020 - Complete Volume_online version_final-5
	Seite 93-94



