Pearls, Politics and Pistachios

Essays in Anthropology and Memories
on the Occasion of Susan Pollock’s 65™ Birthday

Herausgeber*innenkollektiv



Essays in Anthropology and Memories
on the Occasion of Susan Pollock’s 65™ Birthday

edited by

Herausgeber*innenkollektiv

(Aydin Abar, Maria Bianca D’Anna, Georg Cyrus, Vera Egbers,
Barbara Huber, Christine Kainert, Johannes Kohler, Birgiil Ogiit,
Nolwen Rol, Giulia Russo, Julia Schonicke, Francelin Tourtet)

Berlin, ex oriente (2021)



Financial support for printing this volume:

Ernst-Reuter-Gesellschaft der Freunde, Forderer und Ehemaligen
der Freien Universitit Berlin e.V.

Suggested citation

Herausgeber*innenkollektiv, eds. 2021. Pearls, Politics and Pistachios. Essays in Anthropology
and Memories on the Occasion of Susan Pollock’s 65" Birthday.
Berlin: ex oriente.

The Deutsche Bibliothek lists this publication in the Deutsche Nationalbibliographie; detailed
bibliographic data are available on the internet at http://dnb.dnb.de.

Book orders:

https://www.exoriente.org/bookshop/
or: bookshop@exoriente.org

A list of publications by ex oriente can be found at the end of this volume.

Published by

ex oriente - Produktion, Subsistenz und Umwelt im frithen Vorderasien e.V.
c/o Freie Universitdt Berlin, Institut fiir Vorderasiatische Archédologie
Fabeckstr. 23-25, 14195 Berlin, Germany

© 2021 All rights reserved to the individual authors and ex oriente, Berlin.
This book is published under the Creative Commons license CC BY-NC-SA 4.0.

Printed in Germany by dbusiness, Berlin.
* ISBN 978-3-944178-18-9

Typesetting and layout: Francelin Tourtet
Cover design: Aydin Abar
Cover photo: Julia Schonicke


http://dnb.dnb.de
https://www.exoriente.org/bookshop/
mailto:bookshop@exoriente.org







PrARLs, PoLiTics AND PISTACHIOS: ESSAYS IN ANTHROPOLOGY AND MEMORIES
ON THE OCCASION OF SUSAN POLLOCK’S 65™ BIRTHDAY

Table of Contents

Herausgeber*innenkollektiv and Contributors: Contact and Affiliation...........cccccoicciincnniccsccs X

TLIST OF A DDTEVIATIONS ....cvitieieeicieeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt e e et e e et ea et est et estes et et et ese et ensetesseseasetenseteeseneas Xiil

FEOTEWOT ...ttt ettt ettt et et ettt et ettt et e et e st et e et et et et et ea et eae et ens et st et et et et ene et eneerenea Xvil

List of Publications by Susan PoIlOCK ...........ccccoiiiiiiiiiiccc e XXI
PRELUDE

Scholarship as GENTIENESS ......c.ciciiiiiiii ettt sees 3
Marest Starzmann

I. TAKING A CLOSER LOOK...
1. Reconstructing Communities
From Face to Face. Dying and Not-Dying in the Aceramic Neolithic of the Levant..........cccccocoocieionenne. 13

Constance von Riiden

Group Perception and Identity Markers in the Neolithic Communities of Western Asia. The Case of
Husking Trays in 7" Millennium Upper MeSOPOtAIMIA..........c..ciuriuuieeerierimeieeeieeiesieeieseeiessesissiesessessssissenss 39
Francesca Balossi Restelli

Tol-e Chega Sofla Cemetery: A Phenomenon in the Context of Late 5" Millennium Southwest Iran......... 47
Abbas Moghaddam & Negin Mir:

Proto-Elamite Communities under the Magnifying Glass ..o 61
Sepideh Saeedi

TaDIEtS ANA TOINDS ...ovivceeeeeeeee ettt ettt a ettt ettt ettt ettt n et ettt et erenenes 89
Nicholas Postgate

Patterns of Post-Earthquake Domestic Architecture in Bam County (Southeastern Iran),
an Archaeolo@ical STUAY ... e 108
Leila Papoli-Yazdi & Omran Garazhian
Intermezzo
EATLY DAYS ..o i 119
Caroline Steele
2. At the Microscale — Find Analysis

Lehm und Lebensmittel. Tonverschliisse, ihre Nutzungseigenschaften und vier kleine Fallstudien aus

dem uruk-zeitlichen SUAWESTITADN .......c.cooovoieiieiececeeecceeee ettt et ea et e s s sas s et eseeeseeseneanan 128
Carolin Jaufs
Thresher of the Goddess Sud. An Early Dynastic Sealing from Kish ..., 143

Petr Charvdt

Bifazialer Silex: Zur Kunsttechnik frither SleXSChmiede ...........ocooovviioieiiiicecceeeeeee e 151
Judith Thomalsky

A Perfect Circle. Production of Soft-Stone Vessels: Objects from the Late Umm an-Nar Site al-Maysar,

OMMIATY ootttk ekttt s et ettt e s e s st a et e s e s e s e st e s e s e s e s e s e s e s e s st s s e s e s st s s s e At s s s oA a st skttt sesen e et senenenes 167
Aydin Abar

The Number of Motif" Units on Painted Pottery during the Chalcolithic Period in the Kur River Basin,

TPATS PrOVINCE, ITAN.c...ocuiiiiiiiicceceeeee ettt ettt a et et et et et et et et et e etensetess et esseaeasesseseneas 185
Tuakehiro Miki

A New Lion-Human Stamp Seal Impression from Tappeh Sofalin, Central Iranian Plateau......................... 197

Morteza Hessari

Intermezzo

Remembrances from the Field — Excavating at Abu Salabikh with Susan Pollock. A Photo Essay.............. 203
Melody Pope


file:D:\Eden2020\zum%20Setzen\51_Contact%20and%20affiliations\Contacts.indd

II. ... WHILE KEEPING THE BIG PICTURE
1. Cultural Interaction and Migration
Consistency of the “MIS 5 Humid Corridor Model” for the Dispersal of Early Homo sapiens into the

Tranian PIATEAU .......cooiiiiiiiiiccc e 219
Saman Heydari-Guran & Elham Ghasidian

Cultural Interactions between Prehistoric Societies of the Central Iranian Plateau with Residents of
the Central Zagros, Fars, and Southwestern Iran during the 5" Millennium BCE........cc.ccccoeioniiniiniinnincn, 239
Hassan Fazeli Nashli, Parisa Nekouei & Rouhollah Yousefi Zoshk

Mesopotamian Interactions through the Perspective of Late Uruk Bottles ..., 259
Henry T. Wright

Refining the Chronology of Historic Sites of the Caac¢a-Meana Survey, Turkmenistan............ccceoeeeeence 289
Gabriela Castro Gessner & Anahita Nasrin Mittertrainer

Imperial Encounters: Historical Contingency, Local Agency, and Hybridity.........cccccccoooviiininiiinininininnnnes 303
Tamara L. Bray

Intermezzo
Archaeology Meets WOTT ... 321

Katherine A. Spielmann

2. Economy, War & Conflict

Bronzezeitliche Deponierungen im westlichen Eurasien ... 333
Svend Hansen

Long-term Salt Mining in Chehrabad: Resilient Strategies in Accessing Mineral Resources at the
Tranian HIGRIANAS .. ..o 357
Thomas Stéllner, in collaboration with Abolfazl Aali

Notes on “The Eden that Never WS ..ottt ettt ettt eaeeseneenan 375
Norman Yoffee

Warfare and Structural Violence in Mississippian-Period Southeastern North America ........ccccccoevcuneane. 381
Charles Cobb & Dawnie Steadman

Intermezzo 394
Being Introduced to Archaeology in Central ASIaA ... 395
Hana Kubelkovd

ITI. QUESTIONING THE DISCIPLINE
1. Revising Methods — Rethinking Archaeological Discourses

Kategorisierung und Kategorien in der Archdologie der NS-Zeit ........ccccoccciiiniiniiiciniiiciciciceeeeeeenees 399
Barbara Hausmaztr, Kathrin Misterek & Judith Stern

Stratigraphy vs Taphonomy? Towards an Integrative Approach to Stratification ............ccccccccevevinincnnnace. 419
Wolfram Schier

From Treasure Hunting to Archaeology as a Science. Causes and Motivations for the Commencement

of Archaeological Research in Iran and the Role of Iranian Intellectuals ..., 445
Hamid Fahimi

In Dubio pro Deo? Ein paar Gedanken tiber prihistorische Naturheiligtiimer ..o, 453

Jan Johannes Miera

Hyper-Geschichte. Arminius und die Varusschlacht als Motor nationaler Identitéitsbildung —
Testschnitte in einem Diskursfeld 500 Jahre politischer Instrumentalisierung in Deutschland................... 477
Stefan Burmeister

What Do We Talk about when We Talk about “Proto-Elamite” in the Iranian Highlands? ....................... 493
Barbara Helwing

Vi



Southern Turkmenistan in the Neolithic Period: A Short Historiographical Review..........cccccccoovvivininnnnce. 505
Aydogdy Kurbanov

Die Lust am Untergang —Assurbanipal und die Dekadenz im Neuassyrischen Reich ..., 519
Dominik Bonatz
Intermezzo
Neuzeitarchdologie, Unipolitik und die Macht der Lehre — Susan Pollock an der FU-Berlin ...................... 533

Georg Cyrus & Philipp Tollkiihn

2. Gender, Public & Postcolonial Archaeology

Is There a Glass Roof or Is It Made from Clay?..........cccccoviiiiinininiiesecccee s 547
Susanne Kerner

“Women in a Men's WOrld”: SHLIP ........cooiiiiiccc e 557
Maria Bianca D’Anna, Nolwen Rol, Birgiil Ogiit & Reem Aljader

The Marginalization of Priestesses in Ancient MeSOPOtamIa........c.cc.cuiuiuiiiiciieieicieie e 585
Nicole Brisch

Public Archaeology: What Does It Mean? Disseminating, Communicating and Sharing the Results of
a Long-term Archaeological ProJect. ... 595
Marcella Frangipane (with a contribution by Aysun Tuna)

Translating the Past. The Archaeological DIMENSIONS ........ccccoiuiiiiiiciiiciiicieiieeeeeeeeeceeeseecsessiae 617
Hans Georg K. Gebel

Archaeogaming: How Heaven’s Vault Changes the “Game” ... 631
Sebastian Hageneuer

Settler Colonialism and Archaeology in North America: Challenges and Progress ... 643
Ruth M. Van Dyke & Randall H. McGuire

Enabling Decolonization Discourse: Susan Pollock...........ccccoviiiiiiiiiccsccecccccscces 653
Brian Broadrose

The Redistribution of the Sensible: Photography and Contemporary Migration...........c.cccccccovenencnincnnnnne. 663
Yannis Hamilakis
Intermezzo
AL LETEET £O SUSAIN ...ttt 683

Inna Mateiciucovd & Mazximilian Wilding

EPILOGUE

Nicht geschrieben und doch geschrieben: Eine Subjektivierungsgeschichte...........ccccoooivviiiininnn. 687
Reinhard Bernbeck

Vil






Herausgeber*innenkollektiv, eds. 2021. Pearls, Politics and Pistachios. Essays in Anthropology and Memories on the
Occasion of Susan Pollock’s 65" Birthday: xvii—xx.

Foreword

Dear Susan,

to celebrate your birthday, your friends and students have seized this opportunity to express
their gratitude towards you: a companion, a mentor through many stages of life, and
irrevocably an exceptional scholar. As an editorial collective, we would like to offer you some
thoughts on what has inextricably bound you to so many of us, although like all portraits we
can only express part of you.

What is a companion? Perhaps a person whose friends, without hesitation, dedicate their time
to put into words their friendship; they do so despite the uncertainties of a raging pandemic,
knowing they may not see you in person for some time to come. Perhaps a companion is a
loyal, jovial, fashionable, and culinary inspiration. Perhaps a companion is like a cat, someone
who weaves in and out of your life, but you are always happy to see each other? Certainly,
it is a person with whom you share your memories, thoughts, and emotions; someone who
will grow with, and contradict you and will always offer support. Companions look back
in fondness together at their journey, and such are the voices of the contributors alongside
whom you experienced some of your formative academic years.

Your close friends know of just such a companion, whom you steered for many years and with whom you weathered the
storm. Photo: Marest Starzmann.



Your transition from student to teacher can perhaps be described as a test of character, and
with determination you overcame these tests then and now — facing adversity has become
second nature to you. An early PhD student was apprehensive of your advice precisely
because you up the ante, another wanted out but your support transformed their struggles
into friendship. In addition, the turmoils associated with political crises rife with war across
Western Asia barred you from Iran. So, you decided to bring the voices of Iranian scholars
to Berlin, and also to the international stage, and you provided women with a platform to be
heard.

Your first project upon your return to Berlin was, unsurprisingly to your friends, food
related. You recognise the importance of food, its presence or absence, and social value.
Your experience includes eating warmed up Stroopwatfels, gourmet-fying tinned food, and
cooking in the field. How could this not translate into food for thought on culinary practices
of the past? Since your arrival, you supported the introduction of a weekly breakfast at the
department with your project members and colleagues, where all attendees contributed in
an egalitarian manner. These occasions were a welcoming setting to share personal and
professional matters, as were some thesis advisory talks over Italian coftee. All the while, you
explored the collective detriment of commensality — its impact through social and structural
violence, the effects of its deprivation.

You have taught for over a decade in Berlin which translates into roughly two and a half
cycles of undergraduate and graduate students, and your first ‘Berlin batch” of PhD candidates
is currently spreading their wings. Among these are many women to whom you are a feminist
role model — something your friends and colleagues proudly emphasise. Your metrics, since
your arrival, demonstrate the veritable impact of your teaching: under your auspices a fifth of
all PhDs and a third of all Master thesis were completed. Impressive, but still these numbers
hide the many students you co-advised or who sought and took your advice during their
writing process. As an advisor you provide guidance on principle, regardless of your position
on a paper, and urge all of your students to come by and discuss their topics. The material
remains in question range from architecture, burials, stone tools, pearls, and pottery from
the Neolithic to the Sasanian period, and you encourage your students to explore these
materials and their materiality to trace social, economic, political, and gender dynamics. All
of which are a showcase of your abilities, interests, and, ultimately, stand as a testament to
your teaching capabilities and scholarly output.

Your vast knowledge of theory shapes how you teach: you include transferring ways of
thinking, critique, and case studies from ‘across the pond’ Your ‘homebound’ teaching is
based on real concern and is integral to your development as a person and scholar. Long-
time friends of yours point to work undertaken in Michigan, Utah, and Alabama; the political
convictions you developed then, have translated into challenging oppressive systems from
the top-down. Your overt political stance, and your cooperation and friendships beyond
departments has informed your teaching profoundly; and your students will recognise many
themes and authors who have been assembled in these pages.

XViil



You made a conscious choice to make Berlin your home — a home that is no Eden. You
tought hard to stay here as a professor together with Reinhard, supported by your colleagues,
friends, and students. To some of the university staft you were ‘just a guest’, someone to
treat as a commodity, to move and exchange among universities. But to us you were Susan,
the esteemed scholar and professor at Binghamton and Berlin, the teacher, colleague, and
triend. Your arguments paid off, and we could not be happier! Upon this foundation you have
reconsidered the legacy of your home, again. Just as in Binghamton, you decided to explore
the troubled past of the structures you faced. To you, an archaeology of Western Asia needs a
conscience, and this conscience can be found in your work at home and abroad. Archaeology
in, and of, Berlin and Germany would not be the same without you.

You are actively changing the more traditional landscape of German scholarship by promoting
conscious choice and the importance of politics in your approach as an anthropologist. In
dealing with material you always ask, “where are the people?” because whilst matter matters,
so do its social implications. You have taught and written about material as part of society,
how it reflects human misery, and how it can be exploited as objects for political manipulation
in academic and public discourse. In the unlikely event that you have lost track of the scope of
your work you can find a list of all your published research and discourse in this book.

With this book we wish to both look back together and also forge ahead. Many reasons to
consider you, our companion, are provided on these next pages: dedicatory articles, memories,
and heartfelt letters — we have had the pleasure to collate all of these as a steppingstone in
your life. All of us editors met you as an established scholar, rigorous and strict but never
without humour and empathy, who takes delight in our success, commiserates our setbacks,
and shares a laugh when the time is right. We think these traits are integral to your work and
to how you conduct yourself in life — underlined by those who shared your path, testified by
those from whom you learned, experienced by us whom you mentored and taught.

When we first met as a collective, like any good covert operation, we used a code name:
“Projekt Eden”. In our search for the book’s title, we also debated about ‘Eden’; but just as
Eden never was, we agreed it should remain in this way. As an editorial collective we strove to
unify our abilities to best present you with this book, but many more supporters contributed
to this volume and we would like to thank all of them: the contributors for their manuscripts;
the extended group of reviewers — Julia Daitche, Jana Eger, Hanna Erftenbeck, Johannes
Greger, Ilia Heit, Carolin Jaul3, Johannes Jungtleisch, Ines Kachur, Moslem Mishmashtnehi,
Christoph Purschwitz, Stefan Schreiber, Maria Theresa Starzmann, and Lisa Woltf-Heger —
for reviewing content and form; Gabriela Castro Gessner and Benjamin Irvine for reviewing
and proof-reading the English; Reinhard Bernbeck was our ‘get out of jail card’” and gave us
advice when we needed it; and finally to the publishers from ex oriente who graciously agreed
with our quest to remain an editorial collective and answered all our publishing questions
and needs. This book remains a symbol of our group eftort, yet the editorial collective (das
Herausgeber*innenkollektiv) takes responsibility for this work and wishes to be cited as such.
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Dear Susan, whilst structuring this book it became clear how diverse your influence is, and
the meaning you carry in all of us — contributors, supporters, and editors. As the editorial

collective we found out: to know you is to travel with you, in person, in thought, and through
emotions.

We wish you nothing but happiness and good health, for you have already shaped your success!

Berlin, December 2020

The editorial collective/das Herausgeber*innenkollektiv

Aydin Abar Barbara Huber Nolwen Rol
Maria Bianca D’Anna Christine Kainert Giulia Russo
Georg Cyrus Johannes Kohler Julia Schonicke
Vera Egbers Birgiil Ogiit Francelin Tourtet
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