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Walls. Loci of Forces

Hans Georg K. Gebel

Abstract: By examples from LPPNB Ba'ja and Basta, deposits in walls and floors as well as burials below floors
are discussed as part of a universal human ethological disposition, that of hiding materials and meanings.
Unconscious behavioural formulae ("ideomotorics") of hiding were conceptionalised and became part of the
Early Neolithic magico-religious belief system.

Key words: LPPNB, Ba'ja and Basta, wall/ floor deposits, sub-floor burials, human ethology of hiding, ritual

Introduction

In this contribution, we concentrate on the primary evi-
dence of wall/ floor- related non-utilitarian (i.e., non-prac-
tical) findings from two Late Pre-Pottery Neolithic B sites:
Ba'ja and Basta. Much of similar evidence from other
Early Neolithic sites has not yet been published yet, or has
even not been classified as representing magic/ ritual/
symbolic traditions. Research on rituals has concentrated
on the more obvious death-related, figurine/ token and
iconographic findings, while daily life or ethologically
based expressions of symbolic behaviour (such as, e.g.,
Hermansen and Jensen, this volume) are not much in the
focus of in-field observation. It is the character of our 2 =
knowledge about these evidences that they are fragmentary N b
and based on isolated features rather than representing |# LZ”«""“"""‘T‘"' g 1~
well-attested patterns: when obvious, they are preferably i'o s e [0 r-’n\? {‘ (
treated in an empirical manner. Here, we try to introduce a ol a? = (X

new view, and see the wall-related deposits as part of a uni- [, Zia@n | "
versal human ethological disposition, that of hiding ma-  |J 7k Mo Y S il g
terials and meanings. Much work has to be invested in |/ (f N S e
these approaches, which deal with human behaviour be- %’%ﬁ 1Y

yond the emic and etic interpretation', and we are aware of ’R@/ : e —
the danger of ideological and other misunderstanding due ff - i,fli._rgar : Y
to the sociobiologistic ingredients in the interpretations. |[*7£5, )( gfz:.,_.;ﬁ__ﬂ.ﬂ‘i
The progress made in the research on the ideological and

religious systems of the Near Eastern Early Neolithic Fig. I. LPPNB sites mentioned in the text.
(which developed from the needs of the rapid Neolithic so-

cial developments) contrasts with the limited research and "contextual sensitivity" for socio-
biologically rooted magical or ritual expressions of human behaviour. When we see, for example,
the iconographical links between the Gobekli images and the Protoliterate seals of Greater
Mesopotamia (recent insights by Klaus Schmidt), we are allowed a quick glance into the Early

ol the B
phanomanon (LPPNB) Se-
twean 7600 - 7300 BE

' Because of this, and for the sake of brevity, no reference could be made in this contribution to the rare elements
of ethological arguments in the current discussion on ritual.
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